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The probability of the Quantity of our Importations from France being tefs than ever, farther proved: 
Two Hundred thoufand Pound funk in the Scheme- Account by the decreafe of Foreign wrought Silks only. 


The like in proportion in the Brandies. 
The like in Lockrams and Dowla/s. 
— And the like in the Wine Trade. 
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If thefe high Duties are “bot enough, Britain at Liberty to lay on tiore : France is ot at the fame 


Liberty. 
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the two laft Papers be rational, relating to the 
probability of the Advaittage of the French Trade, 
then it muft be a ftrange Principle from which 
Men Oppofe this Treaty, and upon which they pretend 
to fuggeft to the Nation, that the Trade to France will be 


T what the MERCATOR has advanced in 


. to our general Prejudice. 


Let us dwell a little upon fome of the Articles, and 
lay it home to the Reafon of all that Oppofe us. © 

The Scheme, fo often mentioned in this Paper, repre- 
fents the Import of French Wine to be one Year with 
4nother 11000 Ton, Brandy 4000 Ton, French wrouglit 
Silks 150000 Pound weight. , 
_ Not that this Account is right at all: Let_none fup- 
pofe, that from this Paper the wrought Silks never 
came up to fuch a Quantity by any of the Cuftom- 
Houfe Accounts, that have been yet taken out, by a 
great deal, and the French Wine has been often mote ; 
but to lay a Foundation to Argue upon, we will for the 
prefent fuppofe it to beas they fay, however extravagant. 

This was when the Duties were low, as has been faid, 
(viz.) Wine 71. 10s: per Ton, or little more, Brandy 11. 10s: 
wrought Silks about 3s. per Pound weight. Now Iet 
any reafonable Man Calculate , whether it be probable 
we fhall Import 150000 Pounds weight of wrought 
Silks from Mane, when One Half, or One Third at 
leaft, is to pay 1]. 14s. per Pound, the reft 10s. 6d. 
and 32s, per Pound. If the Mercers were to be askt 
this Queftion, and would Anfwer it Impaftially, what 
would they fay ? Befides the Improvement made in the 
Broad-Weaving, of which the MERCATOR may 
{peak by it felf; Can it be Rational ,that any thing like 
the Quantity fotmerly Imported fhould now come in? 
We know, and the Mercers muft own, that the Ala- 
modes and Luftrings muft wholly ceafe, which was always 
allowed to be One Third of the whole Import, as above, 


if not Half; thefe cannot be Dealt in or fold, if the Duty. 


is to be paid, the Nature of the thing will not admit 
it: So there is One hundred thoufand Pound per Annum 
funk in One Article, and that by their own reckoning. 
As to private Trade, that is a Thing by it felf, and can- 
riot be made any Ufe of in the Argument; perhaps alfo 
a Method may be found out té prevent the Mercers fel- 
ling thefe Goods openly, as they do, or to make them 
buy that Liberty dearer,than they may think fafe to 
venture. 


“ Of the other Branch of wrought Silks, not a Half 


will in all probability be Sold, thé Difadvantage of the 
Duty, and the Improvement of our Weavers being con- 


fidered. 


And let any indiffetent Man judge of this, (viz.) 
Whether the Improvement of our Broad-Weaving, being 
confidered on one Hand, and the Duty on Foreign 
wroughtSilk, confideted on the other, it is probable, that 
One Half of the Quantity fhould be Imported as was 
before; and if fo, there is One hundred thoufand Pound 
more taken off of their Account: But of this we fhill 
{peak again mote particularly. ; 


Then in the next place také the Brandy: In the Scheme; 
they fay, that ahout 4050 Ton of’ Brandy was the tifual 
Quantity Imported in a Year; now if we do grant this 
for the prefent, yet it muft be*with this Notice, (1) That 
this was, when the Diftilling of Malt Spirits was but 2 
mean Bufinefs, and very little was Diitilled but Brewers 
Wath, Melaffes, &c. And, (2) French Brandy paid “but 
Thirty Shillings per Ton Duty. . 

The Diftilling of Malt Spirits is now arrived to 4 very 
great Perfeétion ; all our Strong-Water Trade, Genéva; 

vordial- Waters, Black-Cherry Brandy, &c. and -all the 
ordinary Draught; is made of them, and mutt fiill be fo ¢ 
The French Brandy is to pay §1 1. per Ton Cuftom, 
and will be too dear for thofe things ; let any of the 
Oppofers tell us then, if it cin be Rational to believe, , 
that above a Thoufand of Fifteen Hundred Ton of 
Brandy, at the moft, can be Confumed herein a Year, 
dc that Price ; and in this Sum, it is cértain we- are be- 
yond the Quantity a greatdeal 

Do they confider, that the .very Ciftom of 4009 Ton 
of Brandy now muft be Two hundred,Pound a Year, 
befides the Importation in Scotland ; it ever be 2 
Maxim again, that CHEAPNESS caufes Confumiption ; 
if the fame Quantity of Brandy can be Confumed here 
at °! l. a Ton Duty, as wasat 30s.? Ae 

'e are now only upon Probabilities, which hotevet 

is what has been much made ufe* of in this Difpute, and 
has been our Oppofers only Methods to prove the Trade 
with France DeftraStive: The World will be judge whe- 
ther the Probabilities are not againft thémalfo: For if the 
probable Abatement of the French Importations were 
exaétly Stated, we fhould find the French Trade low 
enough, _ _ : 
ae fhould it be otherwife ? The Argument ftands 
thus. . ; 
_ Onur high Daties on their Goods dre to remain, as ha 
been Stated ; therefore the Quantities formerly Import 
miift abate, BECAUSE Dearnefs letlens Confumption. — 

All their Duties on our Goods are to be taken off in 
France ;_ therefore the, Quantities formerly Exported 
thither muft encreafe, BECAUSE Cheapnefs caufes Con- 
fumption. | at 

If Party-Interelts did not blind and bewitch our Rea- 
fon, we thould be Silenced with the force of thefe Ar. 
gunents : We are ftill upon the fitft of them, and par- 
ticularly the Silks: Bee OS ies. 

The Quantity of Silks muft abate, becaufe we can Im- 
port no mote Alamodes and Luftrings at all: Our othet 
Silks are made fo good in England, that the Duty of 
12s. and 10s. 6d. per Pound weight, will give them a 
manifeft Advantage ; and nothing of the Cuantity can 
be pretended to, which ufed to come in’ We have Cals 
culated the Import of French wrought Silks by the 
Scheme, for Argument fake, atthe Value of 300000 1, 
per Annum ; but it will appeur, thar this is a moft unjuft 
and exorbitant Guefs ; the moft we find Imported in any 
Year, is in the Year 1686-7, aforefiid, when it senile 
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Wt take off One Third for the Alamodes an 


but 9045 2% 1.; the Medium of both which 


BON an. Pound. If then the Importation of wrought Silks 
#sm Franct was 103691 Pound weight, by a Medium of 


te two Sums, when the Trade was in its height ; let us 

, ; Luftrings, 
ard abate One other Third for the wrought Silk made 
now in England, then the whole Import of wrought 
Silks from France muft, for the future, amount to One 
Third, which is 34563 Pound weight; and this is as 
much as can be reilaea le to think can be Imported from 
France in a Year, which is but a trifle, compared to what 
they have talked of in all their Accounts, 

Thus the Article of 3000001. Value Imported in One 
Year from France in wrought Silks, is fallen to 34563 
Pound weight, which at 28 per Pound, which was the 
Value allowed at the Cuftom-Houfe, amounts to 48388]. 
4s. and no more; and I hall afterwards prove, that One 
*{ hird is fufficient to be allowed. 

In like manner in the Sail!-Cloth and Paper ; if it is a 
Miftake, it is not the MERCATOR’s Miftake ; when 
it is publifhed that gel Fx ag a fay of 191000 Ream 
of ordinary. Paper, which ufually was Imported from 
France in a Year, there will not be the oddq1ooo Ream 
now Imported ; that all our Pamphlet Printing-Paper, 
which God knows is too confiderable a Quantity, is 
made at home; and ali coarfe Work alfo; fo that here 
will probably be 15ccoo Ream of ordinary Paper, lefs 
than ever, Imported; which, by the Valuation of 
the Scheme, amounts to 5 each Ream, which tho’ 
much Over-valued, yet is of their own doing; this makes 
37000 |. Sterling abated in thar Article. 

1 might have infifled on the like Cafe in the Linen 
Trade: The two Articles of Dowlas and Lockram a- 
mouiited to a very great Sum, the SCHEME fays 60300 
Pieces in a Year, tho’ that is not rational. The Quan- 
tity we find Imported by the Cuftom-houfe Books, in 
the Year 1687-8, is but 41059 Pieces. 

Since the French Trade has been Prohibited, we have 
found four ways to fupply this Want, as good and as 
cheap as the French; (viz. ) from Germany, which we 
call Hambordughb-Dowlas, from Scotland fince the Union, 
free of Cuflom, from Lancalhire, and from Ireland, from 
all which Places fuch Quantities, and fo good Cloth of 
the fame kind with the French, and for the fame Ufes, 
are furnifhed, that although it is allowed the French will 
bring in a great deal, yet by a modeft Allowance, it is 
the eslomeot of feveral Dealers in Linen, thar not a- 
bove one half of the ufual quantity can be fuppofed to 
come in; fo that tho’ the SCHEME-Account fhould be 
true, we fhall Import lefs than before by the Number of 

9000 Pieces: And if our Account from the Cuftom- 
Lloufe Book is true, we fhall bring lefs by 39525 Pieces, 
which at the Valuation fet down in the faid Scheme, 
( viz.) of fix Pounds per Piece, amounts to 237150 
Pounds lefs Value than they fay ufes to come in. 

There was an Article alfo in our Imports from France, 
which was called Brisif> Linen; this was Green Scots 
‘Cloth which the French had from Scotland, and general- 
ly Bleéched it in France, or elfe dyed it there; and of 
this, in the Year 1686-7, we Imported trom France 
26101 Ells. ‘It is hoped every one will allow this fhall 
come no more THAT WAY now; all the Duty being 
taken off by the Union, and an Addition Iaid on iat 
trom France. 

Thus in almoft every Article, we find Reafon to ac- 
knowledge,that the Quantities of French Goods, which 
for the future will be Imported hither from France, will 
be confiderably lefs than ever they were; becaufe either 
the Equivalent of them being made at home among our 
felves to Advantage, we fhall not want them; or the 
high Duties laid on, and which by the Treaty are to te 
continued, adding greatly to the Price, muft leflen the 
Demand, becaufe DEARNESS of every Comzodity hin- 
ders the Conf{umplion. 
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If it be queftioned, Whether the Quantities of Paper, 
Canyas , Coarfe Linen, &c. inftead of Lockrams, 
Wrought Silks, and other of the Goods mentioned be- 
fore to be made in Britain, are likely to leHen the Im- 

ort of thofe Goods from France, as is faid above; we 
fall help fuch Objeétors to a fure Rule to know it by; 
(viz.) Let the Cuftom-houfe Books be examined, and 
fee,if there be an Encreafe of the Importation of Ham- 
borough Doulas or other fitch Linen, Hollands Duck or 
other Canvas fit for Sails, Ordinary Paper, Wrought 
Silks, &c. from other Places, proportioned to what uled 
to be brought from France; if there is not, it may be 
hoped they will believe the reft has been fupplied at 
home ; if not, they must prove, either that we have not 
wanted it, or where we have had it. | 

The MERCATOR lays this down with all the 
Plainnefs and Caution poflible, and forbears to enter 
upon many Species of Goods, in which the like Probabi- 
lity is alfo reafonable, but infifts on thefe as undeniable, 
and what he thinks cannot be difputed. 

The Wine Trade remains to be fpoken to; in which 
he leaves the Oppofers to their own Calculations, which 
hitherto have been extravagant enough; but refers it to 
impartial Judgments to determine, whether, they think 
it is reafonable to imagine, that the fame Quantity of 
Wine fhall be Imported paying 271. per Ton, or 241. 
odd Mony per Ton Cuftom, as was when they paid but 
71. 10s. Cuftom, Let thefe Men impartially judge of 
the thin French Whites, which were i &. prized, 
and were often fold in Taverns for 9d. and 10 d. per 
Quart, whether will the fame Quantity be drank of 
them now, when they muft at leaft be fold for 16d. or 
18d, per Quart, and when the Lisbon Whites, the 
Oporto Whites, and the Mountain Malaga’s, will be 
fold at the fame Price. 

Let them examine the general Expence of Wine in 
the whole Kingdom, putting all forts of Wine together, 
and fee, if there is as much Wine drank in the Kingdom 
as was in the Years 168g, 1686, and 1687. Let them 
examine the Excife upon Beer and Ale, and they will 
find the Expence of Male Liquors exceediiagly encreafed, 
which no other Reafon can be affigned for, than the 
Dearnefs of Wine ; and it has been allowed even by 
fome of thofeywho now argue againft it, that this has 
been the only Reafon. 

What other Reafon can be given? They cannot al- 
ledge Encreafe of People ; the War may have leffen’d 
them, but has hardly encreas‘'d them: They cannot al- 
ledge an Encreafe of Wealth; the War cannot have left 
us Richer than ir found us, Poorer indeed it may. 

All that we can fuggeft for an Encreafe of the Con- 
fumption of Wine, muft be, that as Men are grown 
poorer they fpend more Mony ; which will hold good 
in but a very few, unlefs they will alledge the Mifery 
and Difafters of our People have made them drink Wine 
to raife their Spirits: And this is buc an aukward Jeft 
upon the Profperity of the War. 

Upon the whole it feems probable, that the Impor- 
tation of Wines from France will be confiderably leffen- 
ed, as well as it is in other Goods, by reafon of the 
high Duties; which, by this Treaty, are ftil] so remain 
upon them; and, as in the other Articles, BECAUSE 
Dearnefs leffens Confumption. 

But to clofe al!, If upon the Experiment of the Trea- 
ty, it fhould be found, that the French Imports fhould 
over-ballance Us, which the MERC ATOR thinks is 
not at all probable; yet is there not left a Power by the 
Treaty to lay what higher Duties they pleafe upon them 
till the Confumption is entirely interrupted: And is 
there any thing in the Treaty to hinder this, five thar 
the fame Duties be laid upon the like Goods trom other 
Countrics ? 

Whereas, on the other hand, the French are pirin’d 
down by the Treaty to take all their high Duties off 
and never to lay any more on; an Article which we 
thould have thought to be very dithonourable,if we had 
been obliged to the like. 
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